POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS OF THE WAB

Congress rejected these proposals outright But the Moslem
League would at that time have been prepared to cooperate, if
the League had been offered numerical equality with Congress in
the Viceroy's Council, and beenpromised that the Pakistan scheme
would be considered after the war.

After die refusal of the Viceroy's offer, Mr Gandhi was recalled
to leadership by Congress and decided (in September 1940) to
inaugurate civil disobedience on a limited scale. Selected members
of Congress were asked publicly to denounce India's participation
in the war, and deliberately to court arrest under the Defence of
India rules. Many former ministers of the Congress governments
and many members of the legislatures went to prison, and later
ordinary members of Congress were also accepted as satyagfakis
(non-violent resisters). In May, 1941* over 13,000 were in gaol
But many Congressmen were considerably affected by the German
attack on Russia, and wished to abandon even 'symbolic* civil
disobedience. The movement flagged, and in December the re-
maining satyagrahis still in prison (together with Pandit Nehru)
were released.

Meanwhile Lord Linlithgow, having failed to secure the co-
operation of the main parties, proceeded (in July 1941) with the
Indianisation of his Executive Council. He added to it a number
of representative Indians, so that for the first tine the Council had
a large majority of Indian over British members, though the key-
portfolios of Defence and Home Affairs were retained in British
hands. At the same time a National Deface Council was created.

With die entry of Japan into Ae war, in December 1941, the
jioii^adlbt section of (^^                                             Several

of Ac leaders besides Pandit Nehru, including the President of the
party, Maulana Azad, and Mr Rajagopalacfaari, one of the tooct
successful of the Congress premiers* wert anxious to take tbdr
share in armed resistance to any attempt at invasion. Civil dis-
obedience based on non-violence again ceased to be tie official
policy of the Congress party, and Mr Gandhi again retired from
tie leactosbip.